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WHY WE CELEBRATE

In Psalm 78, the psalmist
recounted all that the Lord had
done for His chosen people right
from the time when they were
in Egypt until David became king.
The psalmist declared verses 3
and 4:

“things we have heard and known, things our ancestors have told us.
We will not hide them from their descendants; we will tell the next
generation the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD, his power, and the
wonders he has done.”

And how did they “not hide them from their descendants”? In Psalm
105:1-6, the psalmist pointing to the past when God led them, says:

“Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name; make known among the
nations what he has done. Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his
wonderful acts. Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who
seek the LORD rejoice. Look to the LORD and his strength; seek his face
always. Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles, and the
judgments he pronounced, you his servants, the descendants of
Abraham, his chosen ones, the children of Jacob.”

Although Evangelical Community Church officially started in July 2004,
our journey as a church actually started in August 1978 when four
families came together to start a fellowship (then called Eastern
Suburbs Chinese Christian Fellowship) which eventually developed
into a church. What was the motivation for the starting of the
fellowship? When the guns were still firing in East Timor and Vietnam



and refugees were coming to our Australian shores, there was a call to
reach out to them with the Gospel. Not long later in 1982, 15 founding
members led by the late Rev. Ang Hoe Peng who had years before
served as honorary pastor of the Chinese Uniting Church in Little
Bourke Street, constituted the Evangelical Chinese Church, Melbourne.
Today, some of those members who are still with us and who
witnessed the faithfulness of God since those formative years of the
church want to testify of His faithfulness. It is because of this that we
celebrate. May this celebration be a testimony of what the Lord has
done.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE NUMBER 40

This year is the fortieth year of our ministry. This is a significant year.
The number 40 in the Bible has great significance. Throughout the
Bible, the number 40 is associated and symbolic of a period of testing,
probation and trial, but not judgement as is the case with Jesus’ fasting
in the wilderness and the following temptation by the Devil. The Devil
was testing Jesus, obviously in the hopes that He would fail the "test",
which of course He did not. 40 also means purification, an encounter
with the Divine, and could mean a great and spiritual change as one
encounters with the divine.

According to Hebrew numerology, the number 40 also suggests a long
period of time in which a person, or people, face challenges. Noah's
faith was put to the test. After he built the ark, it rained for 40 days
and 40 nights (Genesis 7:17). After they were freed from slavery in
Egypt, the children of Israel wandered in the wilderness for 40 years
before they entered the Promised Land (Numbers 14; Joshua 5:6).
Jesus' fasted for 40 days before he began his public ministry (Matt. 4:2).



There are a number of other biblical references to the number 40.

For 40 days and 40 nights Moses was on Mount Sinai to receive the
Law (Exodus 24:18) which God bestowed upon him in the form of
two stone tablets. (Deuteronomy 9).

Moses was in the mount for 40 days after the sin of the golden calf
(Deut. 9:18, 25)

The spies, issued the penal sentence of 40 years (Numbers 14:33,
34).

Goliath, the champion of the Philistines, took his stand in front of
the Israelite army for 40 days before David faced him (1 Samuel
17:16)

After Elijah killed the prophets of Baal, he ate and drank and was
able to travel for 40 days and 40 nights on the strength of that food
(1 Kings 19:8).

Jonah prophesied to Nineveh the city's destruction in 40 days
(Jonah 3:4).

For 40 days Ezekiel lay on his right side to symbolize the 40 years
of Judah's transgression (Ezekiel 4:9).

In the New Testament, after Jesus was baptized, He was driven
into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit, where he was tested for 40
days (Matthew 4:2; Mark 1:13; Luke 4:2).

For 40 days Jesus was seen of His disciples, speaking of things
pertaining to God's kingdom (Acts 1:3).

When the Apostle Paul recounted his suffering to the Corinthians,
he said he received the punishment of 40 lashes minus 1 on five
separate occasions (2 Corinthians 11:24).

As the Israelites gave thanks for the Lord’s faithfulness, we today too
must give thanks and celebrate on our 40th year. It will be wrong for
us not to celebrate and we will be missing out on the Lord’s blessings.
We can see how God guided us through difficult circumstances. If not
for His guidance, there would be no ECC churches today. The founder
members in the early years caught the vision and made their
commitment to give their best and be obedient to God.



IN WHAT WAYS DO WE SEE GOD’S FAITHFULNESS IN THE PAST 40
YEARS?

Looking back through the past 40 years, we have seen God’s guiding
hands and some unexpected happenings and miraculous healings,
physical and spiritual, but because of time and space, only some
significant ones can be mentioned.

1. The Lord sent us His Servants to Help Us.

In our journey as a church, we experienced a number of disagreements
and conflicts during which there were times when members left us and
we were on the verge of calling it quits. During these times, the Lord
not only brought reconciliation and healing, He sent a number of His
servants to help us regain our spiritual direction. Among these, in the
early days were men like Rev Nigel Lau, who at that time was a student
at Kingsley College and Dr. Spencer Sutherland, an American Alliance
Missionary to Vietnam. There was also contribution from Rev Arthur
Russell an Alliance Pastor who also regularly preached at our services
and helped in our cell-groups. Mr Sieh Kuok Hsiong and Mrs Yu from
Taiwan too helped to support us in finance and prayer. A great
contribution was from Dr. Sutherland who travelled from Canberra
fortnightly to conduct Bible teaching under his college’s Theological
Education by Extension (TEE) at our church. He later became our
teaching pastor from 1996-1999. His ministry on discipleship helped
to give our church stability. In later years, there were also a number of
His servants like Rev. Lau To-Chan, Rev. George Teo and Ps Ray Pugh.
There were also many others, including the faithful pastors past and
present, and non-pastors who have helped to shepherd and support
our ministry. These servants are not forgotten but to mention them
and their contributions is beyond the scope of this short article.



2. The Lord Gave Us a Limo instead of a Yaris.

As part of our growth and progress, the Lord gave us the wisdom to
come to a realisation that we needed a permanent home if our Church
was to continue to grow. We found and signed up a residential
property which we thought could be used as our base. However,
before we could settle on the property, the Lord led us to come to
know that the Citadel of the Koonung Corp of the Salvation Army was
available for sale. The Salvation Army, because of its growth, was
moving to a bigger property in East Doncaster to the very location
where we were about to finalise the purchase of the residential
property. Little did we know that the Lord had other plans for us. This
property that we had signed up satisfied the type of home that the
Salvation Army was looking for their officer-in-charge. We were
amazed to see that all the conditions viz. location, the number of
bedrooms, the age of the property, price, etc all fitted the conditions
spelt out by the Salvation Army officer. Thus, by His grace, we were
able to arrange a “swap”. In doing this, the Salvation Army also gave
us a good discount. The asking price was reduced from $127,000 to
$105,000. Praise the Lord! We were settling for a residential home
but overnight, the Lord gave us a sanctuary in which we were able to
worship Him and through which our church continued to grow. It was
as though we were asking for a Toyota Yaris but the Lord gave us a
limousine and at a good discount!

Elgar Road in Box Hill North was not the only property that the Lord
gave us. He led us to purchase other properties in Blackburn South and
Box Hill, both with considerable discounts. In all these transactions the
vendor churches made sacrifices in selling the properties. May the
Lord bless the Salvation Army, Crossway Baptist Church and One
Community Church of Christ for their magnanimous action.



3. The Lord Fed us with Vitamin M

Throughout these 40 years, the Lord has seen us through by providing
finances through some able givers. There were also interest-free loans
from some members to meet with the bank loan repayment
obligations. We sometimes could not understand how it was possible
but it happened. The Lord is always faithful for He owns the cattle on
a thousand hills (Psalm 50:10).

4. The Lord Gave Us Clear and not Tunnel Vision

The Lord has given us the vision of church-planting and from the
ministry that He gave us and in obedience to the Great Commission
(Matthew 28:19-20), other congregations were started: viz. the English
and the Cantonese congregations. Our ministry was originally bi-
lingual (Mandarin and English). The vision of church planting brought
us to 4 more locations at Geelong, Frankston (which later was
relocated at Springvale), Blackburn South and Box Hill, each church
started at the different locations eventually becoming autonomous.

CONCLUSION

The Lord has brought us through the past 40 years. It has not always
been plain sailing. Because of our human failings, there were
disagreements and crisis through which we learnt lessons and
matured. Each time we saw the Lord at work through His Spirit. This
celebration we are having is about Him and not about us. The Israelites
wandered for 40 years before they entered the Promised Land. May
the Lord guide us, after 40 years, to more years of ministry as we pass
the baton to the next generation. As 2 Corinthians 4:5 says: “We do
not preach ourselves but Jesus Christ as Lord.” We dare not and will
not rob God of His glory (Isaiah 48:11). May He grant us the wisdom
and strength to press forward and do the work that He has entrusted
to us with greater enthusiasm and gusto until He comes again. May all
of us today with one voice shout: Hallelujah! Praise the Lord! Amen.

Rev Dr Woo York Ang
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Significant Moments € & B %

In 1995,

Dr Woo York Ang
was the first
pastor to be
ordained.
mEF4LT
1995 # & 4 ¥ &
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In 1998, introducing
the Founding
Members at 20
Anniversary
Celebration.

i ¥ T 1998 &
20 % & & % b
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In 2003, ECC
25" Anniversary
Celebration —
Thanksgiving
Service.

7 i ¥ 7 2003 &
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1978 — 1988

Eastern Suburbs Chinese
Christian Fellowship started in
August 1978.

Christmas Choir presentation at
St Andrews Uniting Church Box
Hill
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In 1981, Discipleship
Training conducted
at the home of Rev
Woo York Ang.
<1981 # |! I
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1983 ECCM Church Picnic

1983 £ K & GRS =

1986 Sunday School Kids
and Youth Christmas Play.
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In 1993, ECC

15™ Anniversary
celebration at Kew
Secondary School.
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In 1995, Junior Youth
Leaders meeting with
parents of English &
Cantonese
congregations.
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In 1994,

Ladies’ Group
Camp at Elgar
Road Church, Box
Hill.
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In 1996, Friday Youth
Fellowship moved
from Rev. Ang’s home
to meet at Holland
Road Campus.
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Holland Road
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1998 — 2008

In 1999, Hai Leng Ang
conducting Parenting
Seminar for
Cantonese
Congregation.

£ T2 T 1999 E b
Bips a2z

In 1999, Singing
Fountain gathering
at Tatra Hut.

¥4 AR 1999 &
% Tatra Hut i {7

In 2002, Junior Youths
from English and
Cantonese
congregations’ activity at
Holland Road Campus.
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< 2002 £ % Holland
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In 2003, Alpha Course
conducted at Chapel,
Holland Road
Campus.
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;’fL Holland Road & ¥
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2008 — 2018

In 2014, Combined
Church Camp at
Marysville.
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2014 &£ A Marysville
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In 2016, Church Mission
at Taiwan FHL Academy.
4T 2016 # 3] LB
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In 2017, Kids Presentation
on Mother’s Day
Combined Service at
Court Street.

LF T 2017 & A

Court Street # ¥ 5% &
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In 2018, ECCI outreach
at Box Hill Central.
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40th Anniversary Testimony

Thanks to the Lord for leading ECCI
for 40 years! The number 40 has a
special meaning in the Bible. Senior
Pastor Woo York Ang has clearly
stated the meaning of the number
40 at the beginning of this booklet.
Here, | will share how God
established the Chinese
congregation and the grace that He
has shown us!

“And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory
in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4: 19

1 God provides manpower

The Chinese ministry in ECCl was formally established on August 8, 2004.
At that time, many Chinese had immigrated to Australia, and Rev Keat
Seng Teoh and Rev Woo York Ang felt a burden for the Chinese-speaking
migrants. Therefore, a mandarin fellowship was formed and met at 13
Holland Road, Blackburn. As ECCI needed a full-time pastor to lead the
Chinese congregation. Therefore, | was invited to serve at the Blackburn
campus in May 2005. When | had to go back to Taiwan in 2011, God led
Pastor Caleb Ong to serve and continue the Chinese congregation.

When the church lacked manpower, we witnessed God's hands guiding
the church. God is faithful. He had prepared manpower for the Chinese
ministry to continue. If not for His guidance, would we have found the
right people to lead the church in such a short time?

2 God prepares a place

At the beginning, there were about 10 people attending the service. Due
to the increase in numbers, the Chinese congregation decided to move
from the small meeting place at 13 Holland Road to a small chapel in
Blackburn with space that could accommodate more than 100 people.
At the time, 13 Holland Road could only accommodate around 20 people.



God helped the Chinese congregation to grow and consequently need
more space. Thanks to our Lord for giving us the courage to step out in
faith and accept the small chapel that He had arranged for us, so that we
had more room for growth and could bring more people to the Lord!

3 God leads the start of Box Hill's ministry

In 2010, ECCI purchased the property at Court Street and part of the
congregation moved to Court Street. In August 2013, English Box Hill
congregation saw the need for a ministry to minister to the Chinese-
speaking people in Box Hill campus and invited me to return to Australia
from Taiwan to start a new Chinese ministry. The fellowship was held on
September 1 with only 4 people, so it was held in the manse. When the
numbers increased to more than a dozen people, we moved from the
manse to the multipurpose room where the Kids’ Church is now. When
it reached about twenty people, we moved from the multipurpose room
to the Annex Hall where we now hold our services in the Box Hill campus.
In July 2016, Pastor Andrew Lian and his congregation at Bethleham
Christian Assembly also joined ECCI to worship and serve together.

When there was a need for people, we thank God for bringing workers
in 2017 and 2018 to serve in the Chinese congregation and other
ministries in church. If not for God’s guidance, the Chinese ministry
would not exist today. Thank the Lord for giving his church the vision to
start the Chinese ministry in Box Hill. Box Hill indeed has a huge Chinese
population, and we ask the Lord to give us the burden in our hearts to
evangelise to the Chinese and lead them to be God’s people!

The blessings that God has given to us are more than what we could ever
imagine or ask for! Ephesians 3: 20 “Now to him who is able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power
that is at work within us,” Thank God for His provision, preparation and
guidance in the past, so that every step the Chinese congregation took
could be filled with praise and worship! May God continue to lead ECClI’s
Chinese congregation towards another 40 years if the Lord tarries!

Rev Dorcas Ka Po Seto



2005 - 2018

In 2006, Induction Service of
Ps Dorcas Seto, the first
female pastor of ECCI.
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In 2006, Mandarin
congregation held BBQ
at Jells Park.
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In 2010, Induction Service of
Ps Caleb Ong.
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In 2013, ECCI started
Mandarin Fellowship at Court
Street, Box Hill.
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In 2014, Chinese New Year
celebration at Blackburn
Chapel.
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In 2017,
Mandarin
congregation
held BBQ at Jells
Park.
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In 2016, Ps Andrew Lian
joined ECCI Mandarin
Ministry at Court Street,
Box Hill.
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In 2017, Induction Service of
Ps Doris Cheung.
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